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moreover, will absorb the inhabitants, and ultimately make
them more Chinese than the Chinese themselves,

All these developments will, of course, lead to an increase
of trade and industry, but Sir Robert Hart recently did well
in warning foreign merchants and manufacturers not to
form too sanguine an expectation of China as a possible
consumer on a grand scale of European products of all
kinds. He pointed out that it should be remembered not
only that China was originally self-contained and self-
satisfying, but that she is now embarking on a manufacturing
era. Thus, with her four million square miles of territory
divided into over twenty provinces, each of which is a
veritable kingdom in itself, the least having some ten
millions and the greatest seventy millions of inhabitants,
and with a total population of over 400,000,000, inter-
provincial trade is large enough in itself. Foreign trade is
a luxury and not a necessity, and even if it does continue
and increase the Chinese themselves will require a larger
share in its direct manipulation and will less depend on
foreign middlemen at home and abroad, and not only will
they do this, but Chinese manufactures, at some future day,
will compete with foreign goods not only in China itself
but elsewhere. Foreign trade apart, China's own inter-
provincial native trade is immense ; but as yet statistics are
not available. The Chinaman is a born trader, and in his
business transactions all foreign merchants agree in giving
him the highest character for shrewdness, integrity, and
reliability.

As to the immediate future of China, my friend Mr.
V. K. Ting, who has studied in China, Japan, Britain, and
on the Continent, after surveying existing conditions and
tendencies, asks, What conclusion ? and he replies, Briefly
it is this : " That patriotic devotion and self-sacrifice can be
found in the Chinese as well as in any other race. It is the
lack of Unity, not the lack of patriotism, that makes foreign
invasion possible, and gives the Manchu Dynasty a tem-
porary security. Foreigners hitherto confound the one with